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Deputy Principal’s Message
Dear Parents/Carers,

Special points of interest:


P&C Red Carpet Disco



Cougar Camp



Wacky Hair Day



New QKR Payment System
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As you may be aware, there have been many exciting things happening in
the school over the last week to continue to ensure our students have the
best opportunities to achieve excellent educational outcomes. I would like
to begin by thanking the P&C for the amazing contributions they have made
to the school, including their generous donation to assist with the purchase of the new outdoor
settings we have within the school. The students have been thoroughly enjoying and utilising
these outdoor tables, including for collaborative learning activities, group discussions, and to
be able to meet new people and form new friendships.
Many of our classrooms have been very lucky to receive new screens, which have replaced the
older Interactive Whiteboards. These screens are designed to interact with the devices across
the school, giving our students opportunities to engage with, present and share their learning
with others through the digital displays available to them. These screens are part of a number
of strategies being implemented to continue to ensure our learning environments are
contemporary, interactive, and best placed to enhance the learning outcomes of every student.

Information has gone out regarding our Years 3-6 1:1 iPad Program for 2019. Through the
6 practical application of technologies, students develop the skills to be inspired and creative,
6 think collaboratively, accept challenges, solve problems and be community -focussed. Our
7 students will be supported in developing their confidence, curiosity, and persistence by using
an iPad in the classroom. A 1:1 iPad program is essential in providing students with maximum
8
opportunities to demonstrate their individual strengths and enhance daily learning
experiences. We invite all interested parents to attend the upcoming 1:1 Information session,
9-10 taking place this Thursday 22nd November in the school library (2:45pm - 3:45pm) , to learn
more about this exciting p rog ram. P lease RSVP your inte res t as ap
11
to: piarawaters.ps@education.wa.edu.au
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VacSwim 2018-2019

13

Learning English through
Storytime

14

Senior Assembly Merits

15

Assembly Item: Yr.3 Rm 27

15

French Certificates

15

School Times

16

Upcoming Events

16

Term 4 Planner

17

We have really enjoyed seeing the huge number of students continue to walk, ride or scoot to
school every Wednesday. The percentages of the top classrooms are beginning to even out,
making it very competitive for earning the certificate for the highest class in Junior (K -2) and
Senior (3-6). We continue to encourage all members of the community to use the Kiss and
Drive parking available on Wright Road before and after school, to ensure your child safely
arrives and leaves the school grounds. We also remind all visitors by car to only park in the
allocated parking bays around the school.
Looking forward to another productive week ahead.

Kieran Moore
Deputy Principal
440 Wright Road, Piara Waters WA 6112
Ph: 9397 4300 Fax: 9393 2935
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Wacky Hair Day for Friday 23rd November
One of our Year 6 Student Leaders, Ryder Winduss, has organised a Wacky Hair Day
for Friday 23rd November.
Students are invited to make a gold coin donation on the morning of Wacky Hair
Day. All funds raised will go to the Leukaemia Foundation. A small money box will be
provided to each classroom that students can pop their donation into.
Prizes will be awarded to the best Wacky Hair Do in each year group.
We can’t wait to see everyone’s Wacky Hair.

1:1 Bring Your Own iPad Program
Piara Waters Primary School aims to create engaging 21st century learning
experiences for all of our students. In 2019, students from years 3 to 6 will have the
opportunity to participate in our 1:1 iPad Program.
This means that students are able to bring their own iPad device from home, provided
that it meets requirements to support learning experiences at school. You can find
more information about our 1:1 iPad program in the Connect Library or on our website:
http://www.piarawatersps.wa.edu.au/1to1-intro-faq/
An option for purchasing is available through this portal:
https://sales.winaust.com.au/shop/piarawatersps
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PWPS Term 4 Food Drive - Foodbank and Animal Protection Society
This term we will be collecting donations to support Foodbank Australia and Animal
Protection Society. There are large cardboard boxes in all wet areas as well as the
CFS room to put your donations into.
The Animal Protection Society are looking for donations of dog biscuits, dog collars
and dog toys, as well as cat food ( Whiskers or Fancy Feast only).
FOODBANK are looking for donations of cereal, drinks, lunch box items, canned goods,
rice, pasta, tea, coffee, toiletries or Christmas decorations. Packaged goods only
please, no fresh fruit / veg.
Please Note: Please make sure all donated items are still within their expiry or best
before date.

Qkr is now at Piara Waters Primary School
The new Qkr (pronounced ‘quicker’) app is now live for families of students at Piara
Waters Primary School.
Qkr by MasterCard can be downloaded for free from Apple’s app store for iPhones (for
iPads download the iPhone app) or from Google Play for Android phones and tablets.
After downloading the app and registering, simply select Piara Waters Primary School
from ‘Nearby Locations’ on Qkr or type piara after tapping the magnifying glass in the
top right of the home screen on Qkr.
You can pay for school contributions and charges now, and other items will be
available for payment on Qkr over time, so download it today and take a look at our
school on Qkr.
All feedback to the school office is very welcome.
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Developing the habit of going to school every
day is vitally important so your child does not
miss out on important ideas and skills they
need for future learning.
That is why we strongly encourage you not to
go on family holidays during school time.
Why is going to school regularly so important?
At school, many concepts such as Literacy and Numeracy
are taught in a sequence. Missing school means missing out
on learning – which can often make it difficult to catch up
later. This is particularly important in the early years when
essential foundation skills are being taught. Concepts such
as collaboration and social skills are also learnt from being
at school and working with peers.
Going to school every day helps children learn the
important life skill of ‘showing up’ – at school, at work, to
sport and other commitments.
Research from the Western Australian Telethon Kids
Institute shows that every day at school counts towards a
student’s learning. Students who attend more, generally do
better at school and in life.
The School Education Act 1999 does not allow principals to
give permission for families to take holidays during the
school term. As students are required to attend school
every day, time off for holidays is recorded as an absence.

What can you do?
While it can be tempting to take advantage of
discount offers for accommodation and flights,
we strongly encourage you to organise
holidays during school holiday periods to make
sure your child doesn’t miss out on school.
All lesson attendance is recorded by the
classroom teachers. Please contact your child’s
teacher to notify them of reasons for absences
your child has had so it can be recorded
appropriately.

piarawaters.ps@education.wa.edu.au
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2019 Specialised Learning Programs for Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder
Parent Information

Piara Waters Primary School Newsletter

Page 10

Piara Waters Primary School Newsletter

Page 11

Fathering Project Tips
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Chaplain Chat
Thought for the fortnight

It’s not distance that keeps people apart but lack of communication.
Anonymous
As adults in our children’s lives I’m sure it’s always our genuine intention to give them the time and nurturing they need
and want, to keenly listen to their words and their hearts and sincerely communicate our hard earned wisdom and
knowledge with them. Right?
How well do you rate yourself as an active communicator in your children’s lives? Perhaps you can explore this as you
answer the following questions:
As your child talks to you, do you find it difficult to keep your mind from wandering to other things?
When your child talks do you go beyond the facts being discussed and try to sense how he / she is feeling about the
matter?
Do certain things or phrases your child says prejudice you so that you can’t objectively listen to what is being said?
When you’re puzzled or annoyed by what your child says, do you try to get the question straightened out as soon as
possible?
If you feel it would take too much time and effort to understand something, do you go out of your way to avoid hearing
about it?
When your child talks to you, do you try to give the impression you’re listening when you’re not?
When you’re listening to your child, are you easily distracted by outside sights and sounds (the TV etc)?
When you’re under pressure with work do you find it difficult to listen to your child’s report of the daily happenings?

So how can we be effective communicators?
Do:


Develop active listening skills and practice empathy.



Be supportive, courteous, and patient and demonstrate consideration.



Say something nice and positive.



Express statements as opinions and ask and answer questions.



Be clear and concise.



Admit when you don’t know.
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Chaplain Chat Continued ...
Don’ts:


Listen superficially, interrupt, fail to respond or give advice.



Make negative statements or harsh and inconsiderate remarks.



Argue or be aggressive, criticise or complain or always talk about “self”.



Stray from the point.



Ignore the other person’s feelings or needs.

Finally, one last thought to consider……………

Communication leads to community that is, to understanding, intimacy and mutual valuing.
Rollo May
Tina Lowther
Chaplain - Mondays

Enrol your children in VacSwim now at http://www.education.wa.edu.au/swimming
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Learning English through Storytime
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Senior Assembly - Years 3 to 6 - 16th November 2018
Congratulations to last week’s Merit Certificate recipients.

This week’s assembly item was shared by Year 5 – Room 17.
Please click the link to watch their performance video:
https://youtu.be/rGU9I_jYepM

Four of our students received certificates for their efforts in French class. Congratulations to Lorna, Daniel, Mehela and Mi llie.

School Times
School Starts

8:30am

Kindy - PP Recess 10:30am – 11:00am
440 Wright Road
PIARA WATERS WA 6112

Yr. 1 - Yr. 2 Recess10:00am – 10:20am

Phone: 9397 4300
E-mail:

Yrs. 3 - 6 Recess 10:30am – 10:50am

PiaraWaters.PS@education.wa.edu.au

Kindy - PP Lunch 12:15pm – 1:15pm
Yr. 1 - Yr2 Lunch 11:50am – 12:20pm
Yrs. 3 - 6 Lunch 12:50pm – 1:20pm
School Finishes 2:30pm

Community
We’re on the Web!
www.piarawatersps.wa.edu.au

Collaboration
Contemporary

Upcoming Events
23rd November - Junior Assembly PP - Yr. 2 - Assembly Item: Yr. 2 - Rm 12 and 14
26th November - DanceSport
- Kindy Orientation Afternoon
27th November - DanceSport
- P&C and Parent Liaisons Thank You Afternoon Tea
28th November - New Kindy Students - Come and Try Day 1
29th November - Kindy to Pre-Primary Transition
30th November - Senior Assembly - Assembly Item: Year 3 - Room 22
- P&C Red Carpet Disco
3rd December - DanceSport
- Pre-Primary Orientation Session 4:30pm - 5:30pm
4th December - DanceSport
- Colours of Collaboration Reward
5th December - Walk to School Wednesday
- New Kindy Students - Come and Try Day 2
6th December - Junior Assembly - Assembly Item: Year 1 - Room 8
- School Board Meeting 6:30pm
7th December - Year 6 Graduation and Graduation Excursion - Zone Bowling

